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The event that took place at the EFTA premises as part of the European Internet week within the
framework of the EU Single Market month, had as main speakers Director Kerstin Jorna (EC, DG
MARKT), the Pirate Party MEP Christian Engstrom and IFRRO’s CEO Olav Stokkmo, and was moderated
by Kevin Fitzgerald, CEO of the UK RRO Copyright Licensing Agency (CLA).

Bl Stokkmo, CEO, IFRRQ -

In welcoming the more than 70
participants to the EFTA premises, EFTA
Deputy Secretary General, Helge
Skaara, gave an overview of the EFTA
secretariat and its work , including on
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copyright issues. In his welcome remarks
on behalf of IFRRO, Olav Stokkmo noted
that intellectual property, including
copyright, has moved from being
something that interested a few, and
mainly from theoretical and philosophical
perspectives, to become, in our days, 3
highly political issue. A recently published
report documents that 50% of the EU
industries are IPR active.

The roundtable gave the opportunity

to discuss both business models and
policy issues in relation to providing legal
access to intellectual property and the
sharing of knowledge. It showed that
dialogue is an important step to raise
awareness and to provide innovative
solutions to user demands for enhanced
access to copyright works.

Delegates

Kerstin Jorna, from the European
Commission, highlighted the importance
of copyright as a tool to reward and
promote creation. She also explained
how copyright industries are important
contributors for the economy and how
they are an important source of jobs.
She referred specifically to the publishing
industry in Europe and its importance
worldwide. Among other things, Jorna
also addressed topics such as availability,
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cross-border access and portability as
some of the main users demands;
transparency for collective management
organisations; the importance of European
initiatives such as Licences for Europe;
ARROW; the MoU on Out of Commerce
Works; and counterfeiting and piracy.

In his intervention, MEP Christian
Engstrom, agreed that copyright has
moved from being a topic for specialists,
to be a broader topic. He also explained
how internet extended copyright
matters. He stated that despite piracy,
the creative industries are still moving
forward and more works are being
made available thanks to technological
developments . He was highly critical to
Collective Management Organisations
(CMOs) which merely “try to collect
money wherever they can” and
defended the right of copyright holders
to protect their economic and moral
rights only in relation to commercial for
profit transactions. He claimed that a
new copyright framework is required,
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in which the term of protection for
rightholders are dramatically shortened
and the activities of CMOs are better
controlled.

Olav Stokkmo IFRRO’s CEO, in his
introductory remarks stressed that
content wants to be shared and that
authors and publishers seek the broadest
possible audience for their works. He
further made three main observations:

A main challenge is to make it easier

for users to access copyright works

and share knowledge legally than
illegally; the fundamental principles

in the copyright legal framework are

still valid and fit for purpose also in the
Internet age; and the best way to enable
seamless access to copyright works is
through agreements with copyright
holders and CMOs rather than through
copyright exceptions and limitations.
Copyright is a fundamental human right
recognised in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. Income also from reuse
and secondary uses of copyright works

is indispensible to both authors and

KeviniFitzgerald, CEO, UK RRO
ra

publishers as documented also in a PwC
study in the UK.

Following the debate and interventions
from the audience, Kevin Fitzgerald,
wrapped up the roundtable by
identifying key concepts of the
discussions: dialogue as a very important
tool; awareness; funding as one very
important resource to provide solutions
and finally; innovation, as a characteristic
that needs to be observed nowadays.
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