
                             

Press release 

ETRA Sustainable2Wheels Event: European Commissioner Potočnik 

confirmed  

Brussels, 10 July 2012 – On Tuesday 18 September, ETRA organises on the esplanade of the European 

Parliament and in the Luxembourg Station in Brussels Sustainable 2Wheels. As part of the European 

Commission’s Mobility week, this event is aimed at showing decision-makers and their staff in European 

Parliament, Commission, Council and other European institutions, what huge potential 2Wheels offer for 

making urban transport more sustainable. ETRA expects around 500 visitors, one of which has already 

confirmed: Commissioners Potočnik. 

Sustainable 2Wheels is a demonstration of contemporary bicycles, electric bicycles, scooters and motorcycles, 

particularly suited for urban transport. Visitors will have ample opportunity to test the vehicles on show. The 

demonstration is also open to companies that wish to present modern, innovative components or accessories for 

urban 2Wheels. As a special feature of this year’s Sustainable 2Wheels, ETRA aims at showing a variety of 

solutions for (electric) cycle parking and cycling infrastructure facilities. Therefore, the trade association invites 

companies active in this field, to participate under special conditions.  

Companies wishing to exhibit at Sustainable 2Wheels can sign up until 14 September. The contribution to the 

organisation of this event is € 500. For ETRA associated members, retailers, companies active in the field of 

(electric) cycling infrastructure and for organisations and projects, the contribution is limited to € 250. 

There will also be an emphasis on the combination of 2Wheel use and public transport. That is why part of the 

event takes place in the Luxembourg station (adjacent to the esplanade). In the station, different types of 

organisations will present their activities and/or specific projects for the promotion of 2Wheels in particular and 

sustainable mobility in general.  

The use of the Luxembourg station allows ETRA to advertise Sustainable 2Wheels to the general public. Two 

weeks before the event, Sustainable 2Wheels  posters will be put up in the station. One week before the event, 

students will distribute Sustainable2Wheels postcards to the people in the station. 

In the meantime, Environment Commissioner Potočnik has confirmed his participation in the inauguration of the 

event. This will take place in the presence of several MEPs from 9.30 till 11 a.m., first in the Luxembourg Station, 

followed by a guided tour of the event on the Esplanade. 

On 18 September, the TRAN Committee of the European Parliament is organising an official Mobility Week event, 

by means of a hearing which will take place from 3 till 4.30. Representatives of the cities of Bologna, Vilnius and 

Gent will testify for the TRAN Committee on their experiences in making transport more sustainable. ETRA and the 

European Parliament have agreed to link both events. This means among other things that the European 

Parliament is advertising Sustainable 2Wheels in their communication on the hearing and vice-versa. Participants 

in Sustainable 2Wheels  also have the opportunity to attend the European Parliament hearing.  

 

 

http://www.sustainable2wheels.eu/


 

Sustainable 2Wheels features a number of peripheral events. During the demonstration, the Brussels cycling 

organisation Provelo will guide short bike rides with start and finish at the European Parliament and passing the 

European Commission and Council. The route is the one that European policy makers would effectively use should 

they do their service trips by bike. Furthermore, ETRA invites visitors to Sustainble2Wheels to a bikers’ breakfast 

between 9 and 10 and to lunch between 12 and 1. 

Sustainable2Wheels is an ETRA initiative. Other partners in the event are the European Greens, Forum Europe 

and UEAPME, the European SME umbrella organisation of which ETRA is an associate member. 

 

Sustainable 2Wheels has a dedicated website: www.sustainable2wheels.eu. This website has full details on the 

event: program, participation in the demonstration, registration for the Provelo bike rides and for the European 

Parliament hearing, opportunities for sponsorship, etc. Further details can also be obtained from Annick Roetynck 

(ETRA), etra@pandora.be, +32 (0) 9233 60 05 or James Wilmott (Forum Europe), james.wilmott@forum-

europe.com, +44 (0) 2920 783 022. On-line registration for the European Parliament hearing is required since 

visitors need an entrance badge to be prepared in advance. 

On the Sustainable 2Wheels homepage you will find a short video on last year’s event. Here http://www.eu-

ems.com/practical.asp?event_id=128&page_id=1046 you will find further details and some photos on last year’s 

event. 

 

 

 

 

ETRA is the European professional association for independent bicycle, moped and motorcycle retailers. ETRA’s objective is to group these 

retailers in Europe and to defend and further their interests. The organisation represents some 7,000 companies, which employ approximately 

17,500 people in Belgium, the Czech Republic, Denmark, France, Germany, Holland, Ireland and the United Kingdom. Furthermore, ETRA has 

a large number of associated members. These are international companies/organisations active in the 2Wheel field who believe in ETRA’s work 

and who have therefore chosen to support that work through their membership. ETRA’s full membership list is here: http://www.etra-

eu.com/members.asp 

Contact: ETRA – Annick Roetynck – Tel. +32 (0) 9 233 60 05 – Email etra@pandora.be 
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